
Welcome to the Ceredigion update… 

Carers provide unpaid care by looking after an ill, frail or 
disabled family member, friend or partner. If you are a 
carer you are entitled to a free flu jab.                            
You are also entitled to join the Ceredigion Carers Register 
and should be able to have yourself registered as a carer at 
your GP Surgery. Being on the Carers register will help raise 
the profile and needs of Carers here in Ceredigion and you 
can get a copy of the Jigsaw newsletter sent out to your      
address. You will also be able to join, and have a say in the 
exciting new development of a Ceredigion Carers Forum. 
For more information  Contact Catherine Moyle, Carers Unit 
Support Officer for more information on either registering as 
a carer or the new Forum  on telephone 01970 633563 or e-
mail Catherine.moyle2@ceredigion.gov.ukgistered at your 
GP Surgery means you will be recognised there as a carer 
and should be given information and support useful to you as 
an individual as well as involved in the treatment plan for the 
person you care for. 

Under the new   

All Third Sector organisations must have applied for funding 
through the WG’s Sustainable Social Services Third Sector 
Grant 2016 – 2019 by Friday 4th September. Third Sector  
organisations include community associations, self-help 
groups, voluntary organisations, charities, faith based         
organisations, social enterprises, community businesses, 
housing associations, development trusts, co-operatives and 
mutual organisations. So there is a possibility of some big 
changes to which organisations are doing what next year. A 
lot of work has gone into the AWF grant application. We will 
be informed if we have got through to the final stages by the 
30th October. However, confirmation of the final grant        
allocations will not be until 31st December 2015. I hope the 
WG recognises the work the AWF does and approves the          
application allowing us to continue helping Parents & Carers 
throughout Wales until at least 2019.   
Best wishes, Roger    
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DATES & EVENTS 
FOR YOUR DIARY 
 
Ceredigion Parents & 
Carers Forum Meeting  
 
To Be Arranged. 
 

 ++++++      

 Gateway Club  

Aberystwyth      

21st April        
Queens 90th Birthday 

Tea Party                   

Tea, Sandwiches and 

entertainment.            

For more info Contact:  
abergateway@btopenworld.com 

++++++                    

Clynfyw CIC Care Farm 

Friday 13th May         
Coffee morning in aid of West 

Wales Woman’s Aid. 

++++++ 

CARERS WEEK 
6 -12 June 2016                                                              

A nationwide awareness 
campaign to improve public 
understanding about caring 
and the unique challenges 
carers face.  
Keep your eyes open for a 
number of events that will 
be held here in Ceredigion. 

 
++++++ 

 

Welcome to the Ceredigion update… 

This is not the AWF’s final ‘Ceredigion Update’          
newsletter, but it is mine. By the time you read this I will 
have left my post as the AWF’s Regional Development      
Officer - Ceredigion. I am moving back to England. This 
post will be filled, but there will, unfortunately, be a slight 
gap from my leaving and your new Regional Officer starting. 
In the meantime if you have any Learning Disability or Carer 
issues, queries or concerns please contact the National AWF 
office in Cardiff.  You can, of course, keep up to date via 
their website   http://www.allwalesforum.org.uk/  
 
The Ceredigion Parents & Carers Forum will still be keeping  
tabs on local matters with Alex (Chair) watching Transition, 
Non (Vice Chair) looking after Adult Services and Karen 
(Parent Rep.) keeping a steady eye on Children’s Services. 
However, first and foremost, they are parents with their own 
varied caring responsibilities and family commitments. They 
cannot be expected to take on all the additional work of the 
Regional Officer’s role. Obviously they remain the port of 
call for Ceredigion Parents & Carers Forum members but 
professionals and non-members should contact the AWF in 
the first instance. (PTO for contact details.) 
 
Speaking of Alex, Non and Karen, I would like to take this 
opportunity to give them a big ‘Thank You’ for the work they 
do on behalf of the local forum and for making my time  
working with them such an enjoyable and productive period.  
Indeed many parents have been very supportive and I have 

got to know some quite well. When I started this job I knew  

little about carers but let me assure you that all the facts and 

figures about how much carers save the Government does 

not come close to properly identifying what they do and how 

massively important carers are to society as a whole. I can 

not overstate this. The Government remains a long way short 

of fully understanding and recognising this fact and giving 

carers the support they so richly deserve. The strength and 

fortitude of many of the parents I have met has been, and will 

remain, an inspiration to me. 

Best wishes, Roger     
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The Forum is always looking to increase its          
membership, so please contact the AWF National  
Office with your details. 

While awaiting the appointment of your new 
AWF Regional Development Officer I am 
asking Professionals, Organisations and 
Agencies to direct e-mails (minutes / events 
etc.) to the National Office. They will let you 
know of anything important, such as the Day 
Services review. You will be made aware as 
soon as the information is available. 
 
MEMBERS, Stick together, fight for  each 
other, encourage others to join and do try and 
find some ’me’ time.  
Goodbye and Good Luck.  

Consultation on the refreshed  
Autistic Spectrum Disorder Strategic Action 
Plan.  The Welsh Government are seeking 
views from people with Autism, parents, 
carers and professionals who provide      
services and support. They have priorities 
and have proposed actions including: 
Raising awareness , information, advice and 
training. Assessment, diagnosis and         
support. Addressing support needs.           
Education and employment. Check the WG 
website for documents and response form. 
This consultation ends 27/05/2016.    

Post 16 / Spare Seat and ALN review 
Transport Consultations – now closed.      
Mark Williams MP Facebook comment:  
‘Also very disappointed to hear that the 
council have already taken the allocated 
funding out of the budget, even though the 
consultation hasn't ended yet’. If true I do 
hope our MP will ‘KICK UP A BIG FUSS’!                           
There are too many of these sham consultations.                                                                           
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Other News… 
 
SEN STATEMENTS. I have a response from Huw Lewis, 
Minister for Education and Skills, which confirms that he has 
written to Ceredigion stating that ‘existing statutory duties     
remain in place and must be adhered to’. While he welcomes 
LAs seeking new and creative ways to work with parents and 
young people to identify individual needs he also makes it clear 
that ‘this must be balanced with the fact that the right to      
request a formal statutory assessment still exists and cannot 
be denied’. Any parent having a problem with this should     
contact the SNAP Cymru helpline 0845 120 3730.  
  
DAY SERVICE REVIEW 
Huge pressures caused by the austerity measures have had an 
impact on the lives of people with LD and their carers making 
them feel, at times, that they are getting the short end of the 
stick. This could certainly be the case with Day Services due to 
come under the cosh. This will directly effect people with LD 
and have a huge impact on Parents and Carers.  As already    
stated in this newsletter, supporting carers to ensure their      
continued well-being is so important. If Parent Carer / Family 
caring breaks down, (ignoring the actual individual’s involved), 
the impact on the LA will be enormous. Any policy change that   
endangers carer well-being would be extremely short sighted. 

  All Wales Forum  

  
  CHECK  OUT THE FACEBOOK PAGE OF THE  

 

CEREDIGION PARENT & CARERS FORUM             
  

http://gov.wales/consultations/healthsocialcare/autism/?lang=en
https://www.facebook.com/groups/376061825738796/

