
Welcome to the Ceredigion update… 

Carers Support Plan.    Many of our Forum members 
helped with a research project a couple of years ago brought 
about by the low uptake of Carers Needs Assessments in 
county. There were a number of real concerns about the    
process and documentation. The Carers Unit, Aberystwyth 
Uni., British Red Cross and other organisations including our 
Forum worked together to try and improve things. Now there 
is a new process called ‘Carer Support Planning’. You can 
choose to complete a 4 page Carer’s Self-Evaluation of    
Support Needs or ask for an evaluation with a case worker. 
Lets be honest, practical services may be rather restricted but 
many carers have said it was good to have their role          
recognised, to take time to consider their own needs, both 
now and in the future and to obtain information about Carer 
Support Groups in county. To know more and obtain a  
Self –Evaluation form just give the Social Care ‘Single Point 
of Access’ a ring on 01545 574000 or e-mail: 
contact-socservices@ceredigion.gov.uk.  
 
Respite.    If you get direct payments for  respite you 
should have just received a letter letting you know of the  
broader respite options open to you. (Residential/holiday/
hotel or stay at home.) If you decide to use one of the new 
options and don’t mind sharing your experience, I would be 
pleased to hear from you. 
 
WG Consultation.   While checking some information on 

the WG Consultation on guidance for local authorities on Elective 

Home  Education (see over), I found it interesting that while the 

percentage of pupils receiving their main education other 

than at school did not change between 2012/13 and 2013/14 

there was an increase of pupils recorded as having Special 

Educational Needs. In fact 86.4% of pupils whose main     

education is other than at school had either statements of 

Special Educational Needs or were on School Action or 

School Action Plus (WG statistics). I am sure some of you 

will have your own ideas as to why this may be the case!  

Best wishes, Roger    
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DATES & EVENTS 
FOR YOUR DIARY 
Ceredigion Parents & 
Carers Forum Meeting  
 
Wednesday 3rd June 2015  
Feathers Royal Hotel, 
Aberaeron. 6.30pm   

Guest Speaker  
Einir Hughes. Specialist 
Teacher, Canolfan Y Mor,  
Autism Resource Centre.                 

++++++                                               

CAVO FREE EVENT 

Volunteering Fair  

Want to help others and 

yourself? Volunteering 

is for you.  Aberaeron 

Memorial Hall         

June 5th 2-6pm.        
++++++   

CARERS WEEK    
June 8th—15th.              
This years theme               

‘Carer Friendly Communities’ 
Events being hosted in county by 

Macmillan Cancer Support          

Mid & West Wales Crossroads Care 

(Carers Trust)                                

Age Cymru (Ceredigion) 

For details check out the free       

JIGSAW magazine for carers in 

Ceredigion or contact the Cares Unit 

telephone 01970 633564 or e-mail                  

carersunit@ceredigion.gov.uk 

+++++++ 

LEARNING                   

DISABILITY WEEK  

June 15th—21st. 



A W F 

Direct Payments. In my last newsletter  I 
did say that as of 1st June 2015 the Direct 
Payments Service provider would change. 
This will not happen. Rowan will continue 
as usual while a re-tendering process takes 
place. Pembrokeshire will remain dealing  
with this on behalf of the 3 counties.  
I see from the local paper that Gelli Lon,  
former respite home, is to be sold by    
Ceredigion Council on the open market. 
I also saw a great picture of the Aberaeron 
Gateway darts night. Well done to darts 
champion, Raymond. For details about this 
and other Gateway clubs ring 07827 294151 
or e-mail mencapceredigion@outlook.com      

 
ASD Parent / Carer Survey 
http://www.ASDinfoWales.co.uk/survey  
The WG will be provided with the result of 
this survey to refresh their ASD Strategic 
Action Plan. Identifying issues parents / 
carers have, whether formally diagnosed or 
not, is important. This survey is the first 
stage in this process with further activities 
seeking more detailed information in the 
coming months. Closing date 19/06/2015. 
 
Draft non-statutory guidance for local            
authorities on Elective Home Education (EHE) 
http://gov.wales/consultations/education/elective-
home-education/?lang=en 
The guidance sets a new context for understanding 
and supporting EHE families in Wales.  Overriding 
priority - secure the best outcomes for children and 
young people who are EHE through developing 
constructive partnerships and trust between EHE 
families and LA’s.  Closing date 03/07/2015. 
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Other news… 
Learning Disability Annual Health Check  

Congratulations to Peter Livingstone who has been promoted to 
Team Manager, Health, CTLD. Peter has raised the various    
Annual Health Check issues with Hywel Dda University Health 
Board (HDUHB) and will ensure an appropriate response on 
our behalf. In addition the Chair of the All Wales Forum (AWF) 
will discuss the matter with the WG Health Minister who has 
already acknowledged that monitoring of the delivery and     
uptake of Health Checks is patchy and that nobody is ensuring 
the Health Checks are being offered and carried out correctly by 
GP practices. 

Intensive Interaction Techniques  

An informal meeting of parents last week to discuss Intensive 
Interaction Techniques was well attended showing the strength 
of support that there is for these techniques. I heard some very 
good comments by parents not just about the recent training but 
also from those who have used the techniques and seen positive 
outcomes for their children. Clearly this is a subject that needs 
to be taken forward.  

Ceredigion Carers Forum 

A new forum for all carers is to be set up in county. I will give 
you more information and details of the Launch when known. 

  All Wales Forum    

 Carers Development Officer Ceredigion             

Roger Colman    
E-mail roger@allwalesforum.org.uk  

Telephone 01545 580232  
Join us on Facebook Ceredigion Parents & Carers Forum 
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